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In a July 4 broadcast by RADIO SANDINO, Nicaraguan Foreign Minister Miguel d'Escoto said
the Reagan administration was responsible for the death of Salvadoran priest, Tomas Augustin
Sabaleta. The Franciscan prelate died at 5 p.m. local time July 3, in a mine explosion destroying
his vehicle on a road near Matiguas, Matagalpa department. A contra unit reportedly detonated
the anti-tank land mine via remote control. Sabaleta is the first religious to die in a contra attack
in Nicaragua. D'Escoto said the priest was killed in a typical terrorist act by the US-backed
contras, "who are in such desperate straits that they are now resorting to attacks on religious."
Accompanying Sabaleta were Fr. Francisco Ignacio Urbina, and two women, who were not identified
in the radio broadcast. All three passengers sustained injuries; one of the women died on the
morning of July 4. From his hospital bed in Managua, Urbina told Sandinista authorities that there
was no way the contras could have mistaken the occupants of the vehicle for anyone but religious.
The two priests, he said, were wearing their habits. Both Sabaleta and Urbina were working on
an agricultural project under the direction of religious in Matiguas parish. D'Escoto said he was
preparing a formal protest to be forwarded to US Secretary of State George Shultz in the hopes that
Washington will reconsider its policy of force, and opt for political dialogue instead.
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